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INTRODUCTION 

1. The urgency of the topic 

Since humans first appeared and began to gather together in the first early communities, culture 

also emerged. Culture is always a continuous flow from the past - present to the future and the unity 

between mastering past culture and creating new cultural values (CV) is a very important aspect to the 

existence of each nation. 

Ho Chi Minh soon recognized the role and power of culture, and soon incorporated it into the 

country's development strategy. He said: "It is necessary to make the culture deeply absorbed in the 

national mentality, the culture must guide the nation" (Ho Chi Minh, (1946), 

p.72) . Therefore, promoting and preserving CVin the development process of the country is an urgent 

requirement, both an urgent task and a strategically important task especially in the cause of 

revolution. Because, culture is a solid spiritual foundation of the society and an important endogenous 

power to ensure the sustainable development and firmly defend the Fatherland for the goal of wealthy 

people, strong country, democracy, justice and civilization. 

Building new rural areas (NRA) is one of the key tasks of the process of industrialization 

(industrialization and localization) in a country with a rich agricultural culture like Vietnam. It 

requires and allows comprehensive development of the areas of spiritual life, considering it as cultural 

development from the root, creating new economic, cultural values, raising awareness and sense of 

observing laws and cultural regulations of the people; creating conditions for people in rural areas to 

improve enjoyment level, participate in activities and cultural creation; improving the quality of the 

movement to build cultural families and cultural hamlets to well implement the criteria on cultural 

development of NRA; creating a solid foundation to build NRAin the area to build people, families,  

rural areas community and rural areas cultural environment healthy, rich, rich cultural identity, 

creating motivation to promote NN development and NRA society. 

Throughout the history, the culture of the Khmer ethnic groupin the southwest(ITSW)has 

shown a strong and lasting vitality with the development of the ethnic group, has very positive values 

and are similar to the policy of building NRA nowadays. Therefore, NRA construction cannot ignore 

the role of ethnic culture and Khmer people ITSW’s CV will be an important driving force in the 

process of building NRAwhere they live. However, today the material and spiritual life in the phum, 

srok (where they live) is still difficult, the level of cultural enjoyment is low, the transportation system 

has not met the daily needs of the people ... So far, where the Khmer people live, most have not yet 

completed the National Target Program on NRA development. Thus, theurgent task posed is how to 

make Khmer people ITSW raised awareness and determine to promote the good CV of themselves in 

the renovation of the motherland is the urgent issue now. Therefore, the issue "Khmer Cultural Values 

in BuildingNew Rural Areas in the Southwest" plays an important and practical position in both theory 

and practice, not only meeting urgent requirements but also having long term meaning. Therefore, the 

author chose the above topic to carry out his doctoral thesis in the field of Cultural Studies, with the 

desire to contribute a small part of his awareness for the application of Khmer CVin the process of 

building NRAITSW nowadays. 

2. Research objectives and research missions 

2.1.Research objectives 

Identify the factors of CV of the ethnic group, the manifestations of the CV of the Khmer ethnic 

groupsITSW today and apply the Khmer CVITSWin the process of building NRA where they are 

living. Since then, there are predictions of a number of factors affecting the promotion of the Khmer 
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cultural values in building NRA in the Southwest region and proposing recommendations to contribute 

to the better promotion of Khmer CVin building NRAITSW in the near future . 

2.2. Research missions 

- Clarify the basic theoretical issues related to Khmer CV; the interaction between CV of the 

ethnic group andNRA constructioncurrently. 

- The current situation of promoting the Khmer CVITSW in the construction of NRAITSW today. 

- Proposing recommendations to contribute to better promoting the Khmer CV to build 

NRAITSW in the near future . 

3. Scientific and practical significance 

3.1. Scientific significance 

Contributing to systematizing and pointing out theoretical and practical issues about the 

relationship between the policy of building NRA and the CV, and the thesis also contributes to 

opening a new research direction in applied culture, especially is to apply ethnic minority into the 

work of national construction and development in the coming time. 

3.2. Practical significance 

- Identify and analyze Khmer CV, then apply them to the process of building NRAITSW, where 

many Khmer people live. 

- Providing a picture of the current situation , showing the advantages and difficulties in 

promoting the Khmer CV in building NRAITSW. 

- Highlight the impact on promoting Khmer CV in building NRAITSW. 

- Suggestingappropriaterecommendations, contributing to better promote the Khmer CV to 

build NRAITSW in the future. 

4. Research questions and research hypotheses 

4.1 Research questions 

- In what aspect, the cultural nuances of the Khmer ethnic group are expressed? How is the 

process of forming, developing, and applying these values in building new rural areas in the Khmer 

ethnic group community in the Southwest region nowadays? 

- Which CV manifestations of Khmer people ITSW will impact on the process of building NRA 

here and vice versa? 

- What are the positive and limiting factors of promoting the CV of the Khmer ethnic group to 

building new rural areas nowadays? 

- How to promote the cultural values of the Khmer ethnic group ITSW to contribute to the 

building NRA? 

4.2. Research hypotheses 

- In the Khmer ethnic group, the CV are kept and preserved very basically from generations. 

Those values will be lost if they are not applied in real life and if they are passed by reputable people, 

Khmer intellectuals... surely that value will be fully promoted. 

- Building NRA is a proper policy of the Party and the State, in which the role of the people 

cannot be excluded, but must be accompany and be a pillar in the process of building NRA. Therefore, 

it is necessary to make them see the significant role of themselves, in order to promote the internal 

endogenous power, and to overcome the limitations in the psychology of the people over time. 

- If the cultural life of the RApeople in general and the Khmer ethnic group ITSW particular is 

always in a state of prolonged material deprivation, perhaps the cultural values will be difficult to 

promote well? when the economy develops, culture is also facilitated. Then, building new rural areas 

is also an importarural areas  basis to preserve inherent cultural values and the role of the party 

committee, and local government is important. 
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5. Analytical framework of Khmer cultural values for building new rural areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.Research subjects and survey subjects 

6.1. Research subjects 

The Khmer CVITSW and apply those values in the process of building NRAwhere the Khmer 

people are living ITSW. 
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6.2. Survey subjects 

Applied according to the principles of sociological statistics, according to the survey subjects as 

follows: the Venerable,Acha (like the leader of hamlets with high prestige and at high social class),  

intellectuals, students, Khmer laborers ... In addition, interviews intellectuals and managers of Kinh 

people in the region with a large number of Khmer people, especially scientific works, reports of 

relevant central and local authorities. 

7.Scope of research 

7.1. About research space 

The research space of the thesis is the Khmer ethnic group areas in the southwestern 

countryside, in which the study focuses on the three provinces with the most Khmer people, namely 

Soc Trang, Tra Vinh and Kien Giang. 

7.2. About the research time 

Focusing on studying how cultural values of the Khmer ethnic people have been promoted 

during the process of building new countryside in the period from 2010 (since the Decision of the 

National Target Program on New Rural Construction in Vietnam was published). 

7.3. About content 

- Research on the Khmer CVITSW and its application in the process of building NRA in areas 

where many Khmer people live, in the context of having many impacts of the region's socio-economic 

conditions and integration of the country. At the same time, propose scientific recommendations to 

contribute to the promotion of KhmerCV to build NRAITSW in the coming time. 

- Research on typical Khmer CV through the perspective of applied culture. The expressions of 

such CV in daily life. 

- Systematize the CV affecting the process of building NRA. 

- Identify factors affecting the promotion of Khmer CV to the process of building NRAITSW. 

8. Research method 

In order to achieve the set research objectives, we focus on dialectical materialism 

methodology, interdisciplinary approach, ethnicity investigation, in-depth interviews, comparative 

comparisons, thequalitative and quantitative study,studying materials from relevant factors.  

9. New contributions of the thesis 

The thesis systematically assesses the outstanding values of KhmerITSW’s culture, 

while providing scientific literature on the role of the Khmer CVITSW in contributing to building 

NRA in a sustainable way. 

Explain the role, the need, the relationship between the Khmer CVTNH and the policy of 

building NRA of the Party and the State; apply CV to some criteria in building NRA. 

Pointing out the factors affecting Khmer CV, the recommendations to promote Khmer CV in 

the construction of NRA in the coming time will be the scientific basis for policymaking in the 

construction of NRA in the region where Khmer people live. 

Although limited in the research scope of ethnic groups and in some localities of the ITSW 

region, it is universal in the culture of ethnic groups in Vietnam, as well as in localities with similar 

socio-economic conditions. Therefore, the results of the thesis can be referenced to other localities. 

10. Outline of the thesis 

Apart from the introduction, conclusions, references, appendices, abbreviations, list of tables ... 

the thesis consists of 4 chapters, 14 periods. 
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CHAPTER 1:  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1.1. Culture and Khmer cultural values  

1.1.1. Culture 

With a wide range of perspectives, scholars have manifested the cultural diversity of the region 

with the three basic cultures of the Kinh, Hoa and Khmer people and Khmer culture that contribute to 

creating the unique culture of the region. The research works of the authors stated generalization, 

specificity, distinctness of Khmer culture, which created the unique values of the regional culture. The 

results of the study showed the plausible identification and evaluation of the values of Khmer culture, 

these values will be the motivation to contribute to the task of building and developing agriculture and 

contryside of our country nowadays.  

1.1.2.  Values and Khmer cultural values 

The value is defined as what is the best of ethnic culture, is the spiritual foundation, is the 

superstructure of a socio-economic morphology. Each aspect, differerural areas  periods, that the value 

of culture also has differerural areas  perspectives. Thus, it has created diversity and richness in the 

way of seeing the CV of the Khmer people in the southwest. However, in general, the already 

published studies unify the common point that CV of Khmer people ITSW is seen as what is the best 

the people retain in the physical and spiritual life until this day. Those values have been and will 

continue to be beliefs, as the spiritual foundation not only the Khmer people, but as part of national 

cultural values. 

1.2. New rural areas in Viet Nam 

The work has reflected quite fully, comprehensistically, with statistical figures through the 

historical period of construction, agriculture economic development and the development of our 

country’s rural areas under the leadership of the Party. In particular, the background of the 

development of the economy of our country in general, agriculture, rural areas in particular has been 

described. The studies have analyzed the situation of the production of agriculture in rural areas, 

people's life and some characteristics of the socio-economic in rural areas of Vietnam in recent times... 

showing advantages, difficulties and current development trends nowadays. Many studies have drawn 

lessons in the process of constructing new rural areas in Vietnam one of the factors identified NRA. 

And in the process of industrialization, it is necessary to closely associate industry, city with 

agriculture, and rural development. Industry must serve agriculture and rural areas, take the market of 

rural areas to develop industry, narrow the income gap between rural areas and city. 

1.3.New rural areas in the southwest 

Building NRAITSW is the subject which can be seen as "scarce" and "a desolate land" has not 

been  researched much by scholars, the majority goes to each specific aspect of the work of building 

NRA in each locality, the topics mainly focused on economic aspects such as: building economic 

models for the youth, model linking four parties(State, farmers, scientists, businessman),... In addition, 

there are scholars assessing the issues that need to be overcome during the process of developing NRA 

in the locality of the ITSW region or raising issues related to general theory or more correctly say, the 

theoretical basis to conduct to build and reform countryside in Vietnam  in general and ITSW in 

particular. 

1.4. The issues raised need further research 

Although referring to different aspects of value, culture, agriculture , rural areas, 

farmers; NRA or problems of industrialization and modernization, ... achieved any results and they are 

very rich.. However, the research results on promotion of Khmer CV and from the theory to practice 
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of building NRA are posing many issues that need further study such as: internal 

functionof Khmer CV; apply those values to NRA construction; Practical promotion of Khmer CV in 

building NRA ITSW, the restrictions, the causes, and propose specific recommendations to promote 

the Khmer CV in building NRAITSW in the coming period, which are gaps requiring in-depth studies.  

CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 1 

Through literature review, it can be seen that the value, culture are exploited by many scholars 

in many aspects, in different perspectives creating a diversity of issues being studied, this is an 

important basis for the thesis to have a general view and the research orientation is not duplicated. 

Based on that, the thesis can inherit the achievements of the previous scholars, while forming 

the idea of CV of ethnic group, relationship of CV of ethnic group with how to buildNRA, the role 

ofCV of the ethnic group, is it necessary to promote CV of the ethnic group in building NRA and how 

to promote and what are the solutions in the areas where the Khmer people live ... from here will 

create a new direction of the thesis, especially the the issue is still open, not fully exploited. 

CHAPTER 2: 

RATIONALE OF VALUE OF CULTURAL PEOPLE 

IN THE NEW RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

2.1. The value of ethnic culture 

2.1.1. Some concepts 

2.1.1.1. Cultural 

Culture is a way of living, creative activities of people, serving the needs and education of people. 

2.1.1.2. Value: It is the best inherent standard of things and phenomena created by humans. 

Humans worked, created it. It is recognized by humans and brought benefitto humans, directing 

humans to beauty and perfection. Is the value. 

2.1.1.3. Cultural values: The foundation and core of the process of formation and development 

of ethnic culture is the culmination of the relationship between man and man, between man and nature 

to serve the needs of hislife. people. CV is the desire, the hope that people towards and always nurture 

and improve the human nature. CV is always hidden inside of culture (tangible and intangible culture, 

heritage, civilization ... in symbols, standards ...). C basil can be seen CV opinion following chart: 

  

 

    

 

   

2.1.1.4. Ethnic cultural values 

Ethnic cultural valuesis all distinctive features which are created by ethnic group and hidden 

inside of culturel, those CV are  transmitted, inherited and continuously adding over many 

generations. Making shine, and promoting the consciousness of the ethnic group and continues to grow. 

2.1.2. Characteristics, structure and manifestations of ethnic cultural values 

2.1.2.1. Characteristics of ethnic cultural values 

Cultural characteristics are expressed through material culture and spiritual culture ... elements of 

cultural exchange and acculturation under the current conditions are also a new feature in CV of the ethnic 

group; the unified development of ethnic groups, although with different living conditions, cultural 

Figure1.1: Cultural value structure 
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activities and beliefs, but for ethnic group living in a certain territory, they will have common conditions 

ofdevelopment of each ethnic group towards the nation and that is called the unity in diversity. 

2.1.2.2. Structure of ethnic cultural values 

All divisions are made by us to have a holistic view of CV, but all the conventions so far have 

limitations that we still haven't answered. Therefore, within the scope of the thesis, we mention the 

structure of ethnic minority’s CV according to the field of production and human creativity, in this 

way, it will not fall into a state of duality, limit overlapping analysis and not create misunderstanding 

that the objective of the thesis have set out. 

2.1.2.3. Expressions of ethnic cultural values 

CV of the ethnic groupsare always manifested in abundance and diversity, always intertwined 

between physical and spiritual CV, between objects and intangible ... difficult to distinguish clearly. 

However, in the end, all of these are the most important manifestations of an ethnic culture. From the 

perspective of the thesis, we recognize CV of the ethnic group in each area of ethnic social life. 

2.2. New rural construction 

2.2.1. Conception of new rural construction 

It is the process of rural rebuilding, making the countryside a stable, harmonious social 

environment with abundant and improved material and spiritual life, creating momentum for a modern 

agriculture, civilized countryside, prosperous farmers. 

2.2.2. The goal of building a new countryside 

Specific objectives: By 2020: 50% of communes will reach the NRA standard (according to the 

National Criteria for NRA). 

2.2.3. Content of new rural construction 

From the contents and criteria for building an NRA, the following specific characteristics 

emerge: The building NRA program is the "new" in its contents. This is also the goal and motivation 

to promote NRA construction From the theoretical and practical issues, Vietnamese countryside needs 

a new shirt with new structures and functions. 

2.3. Value of ethnic culture and new rural construction 

2.3.1. Relationship between ethnic cultural values and new rural construction 

Khmer CV is both a goal and an important driving force in the process of buildingNRA, 

because it is a representative of civilization level, a measure of the dignity of the ethnic group and for 

that important function to last forever, the process of building NRA needs to focus the resources of 

society investing in cultural institutions, creating an environment for people to live and enjoy culture 

... and from here, they will create and enrich the CV tradition of ethnic people.  

2.3.2. The role of ethnic cultural values in the construction of new rural areas 

Although the economy plays a decisive role to social life. However, the economy cannot decide 

on the speed, and development process of the country, especially the requirements of sustainable 

development, but the secret of sustainable development is always directed at people and CV is the 

motivation, is the foundation, an important endogenous power of social development. 

Construction of NRAin general, the area where the Khmer people live ITSW in 

particular, cannot ignore the role of culture and the CV of the ethnic Khmer peopleITSW . It is one of 

the important resources to contribute to promoting and early bringing the construction of NRA to 

successsustainably. Because building NRA based on financial resources alone is not enough, it must 
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be based on human resources and the creative potential of people. This potential lies in the CV of the 

Khmer ethnic group, in intelligence, morality, soul, personality, lifestyle, will, energy, talent and 

proficiency in the work of building NRA of each individual and the Khmer ITSW community. Their 

values will determine the level, progress, quality, stability of the NRA construction process and that 

resource cannot be evoked in a day or two, it is the result of persistence and continuity of the 

committees, authorities, the Steering Committee for building NRA in the locality. Making them 

recognize that they are the subjects that carry out the contents and inherit the achievements of NRA to 

bring them a warm and happy life. 

2.3.3. Promoting the value of ethnic culture in building new rural areas 

2.2.3.1. Promotion 

Promotion is the process of exerting good effects, strengths, usefulness, beauty and value in the 

contemporary society of an object or phenomenon while preserving its inherent form. 

2.2.3.2. Promoting the value of Khmer culture 

Promoting the value of Khmer culture ITSW is a combination of forms, and methods to make 

the beauty of Khmer culture always maintained, expanded, spread, affecting the surrounding world 

and enriching their inherent cultural achievements, contributing to the development of ethnic groups 

and national construction. 

2.2.3.3. The need to promote ethnic cultural values in building a new countryside 

The Khmer CVITSW now shows that there are many advantages that need to be promoted, and 

also some certain limitations that need to be overcome. But the process of building NRAITSW is 

needed to promote effectively, positively the autonomy and self-awareness in promoting the 

traditional internal resources of the ethnic minority so that they have the condition and opportunity to 

show every potential skills, creativity, an important and essential contribution in the process of 

building NRA. This is both promoting social resources and human potential, as well as showing 

balance, harmony and reduction of resources into building new rural areas. 

2.4. Approach Theory 

2.4.1. Social Capital Theory 

The theory of social capital of Bourdieu is very meaningful and valuable in the study of social 

culture, especially in promoting the social capital of ethnic groups. Applying the theory of social 

capital in the thesis will help answer the question that is: is social capital of the Khmer ethnic group 

not yet fully awakened and promoted, worthy or needed outside factors to affact to that social capital 

will have conditions to promote and will promote strongly in building new rural areas. 

2.4.2. Theory of Development 

Opinions on Development , focusing on promoting the role of the community to build the 

community, must awaken the community to strengthen its capacity and then the community will rise 

up or in other words bring us our liberation. Therefore, applying the views of development theory to 

the thesis to assert that the role of the people in the process of building NRAITSW in general, the 

region where Khmer people live in particular. 

2.4.3. The view of building a new countryside of the Communist Party of Vietnam 

The set of national criteria for new rural communes in the period of 2016 - 2020 is the basis and 

afulcrum for applying and promoting the unique CV of the Khmer people ITSW in rural improvement, 

where they live thoroughly and sustainably. 
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CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 2 

Values are always perceived in many different angles and aspects, but at any angle or value, 

they are still considered valuable and necessary for things, phenomena as well as for the community or 

society. CV of the ethnic group is not only a valuable resource, but also an important source of 

indispensable motivation for the construction of NRA. Not only that, there are CV which have reached 

out to influences among the ethnic groups who have been spreading and interacting with other ethnic 

groups in and outside the region. 

Building NRA is a right policy of our Party and State during the period of encouraging 

industrialization and modernization of the country. Building new rural areas is a great step forward for 

countryside modernization in Vietnam in general and ITSW in particular, making an important 

contribution to improving the material and spiritual life of people in countryside. 

For NRA where ethnic minorities live, the CV are an important source of motivation that 

can make countryside become a developed, modern and rich. Therefore, the promotion of CV of the 

ethnic group in building NRA is indispensable and objective, it should be paid attention to, creating 

favorable conditions to promote the best and the most effective. 

CHAPTER 3: 

CURRENT STATUS, EXPERIENCES AND RAISED ISSUES 

FROM THE PROMOTION OF THE KHMER CULTURAL VALUES IN CONSTRUCTION 

OF NEW RURAL AREAS IN SOUTHWEST REGION 

3.1. An overview of the Southwest Khmer 

3.1.1. Nature, population and population distribution of the Khmer people 

- The Southwestern Nature : is the southernmost region of Vietnam , also known as the Mekong 

River Delta, the Southern Delta, the Southwest region, the Mekong Delta or as the Vietnamese people 

call it briefly the West. Area of 40,547.2 km² and total population of the region is 17,273,630 

people . The North borders the Southeast, the West borders Cambodia, the Gulf of Thailand, the East 

borders the East Sea; having tropical climate, monsoon, hot and humid all year round, high and stable 

temperature base, the climate is differentiated in two seasons; wet and dry seasons. 

- Population & population distribution Khmer people in the Southwest region , the Khmer with 

1.3 million people (more than 1.2 million people living in the Mekong Delta) are concentrated 

in countryside of the provinces such as Soc Trang (397,014 people), Tra Vinh (317,203 people), Kien 

Giang (210,899 people). Accounting for about 7.6% of the region's population and 1.47% of the 

national population, ranked fourth among the ethnic minorities in our country after Tay, Thai and 

Muong ethnic groups.    

3.1.2. Some basic characteristics and expressions of the Southwest Khmer culture 

3.1.2.1. Characteristics of cultural values of the southwestern Khmer 

A cultural highlight is that one of the few ethnic minorities in Vietnam has its own, quite 

complete language (voice, writing). In the process p sing development , Khmer people in the South 

has not stopped creating the CV, exposure, dramatic exchanges with the Kinh, Hoa, Cham people to 

form a community of Khmer people ITSW has the distinction with Khmer in Cambodia. 

Khmer culture is a combination of many constituent cultural elements and it can be said that the 

most unique feature is : accumulating experience and capital in harsh natural conditions, forcing them 

to create ways to interact and exploit nature for life and gradually these creations become solid 

foundations of Khmer culture, or culture itself. 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vi%25E1%25BB%2587t_Nam
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%25C3%25A2n_s%25E1%25BB%2591
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%25C3%25B3c_Tr%25C4%2583ng
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%25C3%25A0_Vinh
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ki%25C3%25AAn_Giang
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ki%25C3%25AAn_Giang
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ki%25C3%25AAn_Giang
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3.1.2.2. Manifestations of cultural values of the Southwest Khmer people 

The cultural value of the tradition about production labor experienceof the Khmer ethnic 

groups,  they take advantage of the tides to retain water in the fields to remove the acidity, saline wash 

agriculture, they know when their crops need water and when it is necessary to drain the rice for 

flowering. They can solve all the difficulties in farming process (before the presence of good farmers 

such as Kinh and Hoa people) and they can grasp, understand and classify land according to their own 

way, what kind of land will be suitable for any kind of tree ... all of the Khmer people improve their 

soil very well for the economic life of the ethnic group. 

Cultural values in community organization are expressed through the life in the phum, srok 

(where they live) of the Khmer ethnic group, creating the basis for the solidarity, support, and affection 

of ethnic groups and even neighboring ethnic groups such as Kinh people, Hoa people people when 

exploring and renovating this land. 

Cultural values in community organization are expressed by reputable people, who are the 

managers of phum, srok both spirit and daily life of the Khmer, from funerals, wedding, building 

houses and life cycle rituals of the Khmer .... and through the Acha, the pagoda can call for the 

contribution of the people with rice or money to worship the temple or to the traditional festival day 

they offer flowers to be blessed. 

The value of beliefs of the ethnic group is reflected in the worship of Buddha, which is the 

strongest spiritual support of the Khmer ethnic group, who all associate their lives with the most 

sacred temple of phum, srok. All happiness, sadness, funeral ... are associated with Buddhism.  

The values of beliefs and religions expressed through the temple and the contingent of 

monks, temples, and monks are the heart of Khmer people, their spiritual life is inseparable and they 

have the phrase "if there is no temple no Khmer people ". The temple is a sacred place, solemn and 

focused on the most quintessential, the absolute influence of the temple and the monks are the 

beautiful CV of the whole Khmer ethnic group. 

The Value of typical traditional festivals of ethnic groups, expressing gratitude to the gods, piety 

of ancestors and ancestors; sharing with unfortunate circumstances; wishing for favorable climate, 

good harvest , everything is peaceful for people to escape from misery, to live a peaceful and happy 

life, peaceful family, kinship, phum, srok, country. 

The value of ethnic language and literature, the language of the Khmer ethnic group ITSW, the 

"rope" connecting the ethnic group, is a magnet for people in the community to come together, join 

together to build NRA; Literature brings the impression of Buddhism, teaches people to do good, to 

avoid evil ... adjust human behavior in good ways: Truth - Honesty - Beauty. 

The value of art (music, dance), it enriches their spiritual life, helps them to love 

life, fostering positive psychological states such as more enthusiastic in production labor , in solidarity 

with and inside and outside of the ethnic group, excited, and optimistic. 

The value of the images in Khmer architecture, sculpture, painting , are the unique CV, imbued 

with the humanities of the ethnic group, it reflects both daily life and reflects the faith of Khmer 

people. all these masterpieces of Khmer artisans are often primarily presented in the temple and it 

became a center gathers all kinds of unique architecture, sculpture, painting of ethnic group.  
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3.2.  Positive results and limitation in the promotion of Khmer cultural values in building 

of new countryside 

3.2.1. Result 

Through the reality of building NRA in the area where the Khmer live, most of the Khmer have 

a strong will to rise to riches, yearning and looking forward prosperity and fullness in mundane life, in 

accordance with the goals of NRAconstruction and the work of NRA construction here also achieved 

very encouraging results such as: Tra Vinh, by September 2019, the province has 42/85 communes 

meeting NRA standards, reaching 49.4%; Soc Trang, up to now (quarter 4, 2019) the average number 

of criteria achieved is 15.69 criteria/commune; Kien Giang, as of September 2019, there were 64/117 

communes, accounting for 54.7% met of the NRA standards, an average of 16.7 criteria/commune. 

3.2.2. Causes and achieved results  

About objectivity 

Firstly, the Party's policy of building NRA is very consistent with the thoughts and aspirations 

of the people in general and the Khmer in particular . 

Secondly, the positive impact of the Party's guidelines, State and local policies has been on the 

right track and timely contributed significantly to improving the material and spiritual life of remote 

areas, areas of the Khmer ITSW. 

About Subjective 

One is, the self-consciousness of the Khmer people always promotes strongly in preserving and 

promoting the CV of the ethnic groups. 

Secondly, the pagoda promotes its role well and become a center of community cultural 

activities, scientific and technical transfer, community solidarity ...a place to share business 

experiences of the ethnic group, especially in the field of NRA construction like today.  

3.2.3. The difficulties and limitations 

3.2.3.1. Awareness of Khmer people on building new countryside 

A part of the Khmer people do not fully understand the meaning and benefits of the national 

target program to build NRA, considering it a duty of the authorities, so they appear rather superficial, 

not ready, so they are not responsible. Therefore, they do not actively perform their part, because the 

subject role of the Khmer ITSW has not been promoted, not really promoted in building NRA here. 

3.2.3.2. The decreasing value of education and entertainment functions of temples 

Nowadays, the majority of Khmer young people are not interested in studying at the temple and 

also do not force young people to become a monk when they are 20 years old. The number of monks 

with the Venerable position come back tomundane life is increasing more and more, the number of 

long-time practitioners is less ... therefore in many pagoda, the Venerable is of young age, the ability 

to master the Buddhist scriptures is not high, the knowledge is not deep, not extensive, ... so it is 

difficult to explain thoroughly for Buddhists to follow. That reduces the prestige of the Venerable, 

Buddhists' faith in Senior Venerable, and the role of reconciliation also gradually faded, leading to the 

fact that the young are less interested in studying at the temple. 

Vocational education for monks studying at the temple has received less attention than 

before. In the past, after three years of study at the temple, when completed, the monks, artisans in the 

temple taught a profession to make a living such as stone, wood carving, mason, carpenter ... 

Nowadays, most of them do not master these professionswhen completing studying. This, gradually 

reduces the educational function of the pagoda. 
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3.2.3.3. Effective mass mobilization of the Acha(like the leader of hamlets with high prestige 

and at high social class) 

Through actual contact, most of the Acha thought that due to the limited level of proficiency and 

ability in Vietnamese language, when listening to propaganda, observing the resolution from the local 

government, they understood a little, but thoroughly understanding those things to redeploy in the 

people, they do not know where to start, how to say, how to do ... they seem very embarrassed and stuck. 

3.2.3.1. Applying traditional culture and arts in building new countryside 

The cultural and artistic activities of the Khmer ethnic group over the past time have not been 

on a par with the task. The potential of spiritual creation of the people in the fields of thought, science, 

education, art ... has not been fully exploited and is in danger of being lost. Cultural products are 

monotonous, lack of creativity, often do not follow closely with the rhythm of life development of the 

new period;  building NRA is not the main topic in the cultural activities of the Khmer ... 

3.2.4. The causes of the limitations 

3.2.4.1. The subject role of the Khmer in building new countryside 

People do not understand, officials explain, people do not understand, officials mobilize to 

participate in, people are not financially sufficient, the State provides financial support ... This can be 

said to be a model of the process of organizing and deploying NRA today. Therefore, the State cannot 

promote its internal resources, its CV and the psychology of relying on the State to provide resources 

to build NRA of countryside people is indispensable. 

3.2.4.2. The value of Khmer culture has not been appreciated 

In some localities ITSW, due to the differences in the awareness of the role of the Khmer ethnic 

minority’s CVin building NRA, so in the process of directing the implementation, it was a little hasty, 

subjective, willful and unsuitable to the people... 

3.2.4.3. The locality only focuses on building "hard criteria". 

Provinces focused on visible criteria such as countryside infrastructure (electricity, roads, etc.), 

have not yet gone into each specific content or taken lightly or paid little attention to criteria such as: 

social culture, environment, security... 

3.2.4.4. Not paying attention to specific factors of the area of the planning 

The consulting unit's capacity is still weak in awareness of NRA planning schemes of many 

localities of the Region, resulting in slow consultation and comments, and some places are still 

embarrassing and deadlocked. 

3.3 . Experience and problems raised the promotion of Khmer cultural values in the 

construction of new rural areas in the Southwest region 

3.3.1. Experience in promoting Khmer cultural values in new rural construction 

3.3.1.1. Promote internal resources of Khmer in the Southwest region 

Human resources play a particularly important role in all areas.With that motto, localities ITSW 

have affirmed and facilitated mechanisms and policies for people to positively and actively participate 

in building NRA; promote the positive role of groups, hamlets with prestigious people and Khmer 

ethnic group as the subjects in the NRA construction program. 
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3.3.1.2. The main objective of the new rural construction must be defined to create jobs, raise 

incomes and improve the lives of Khmer people in rural areas.  

In the process of developing NRA, focusing on developing production to increase income for 

Khmer people in the countryside is an important task. Practices from many localities show that solving 

local employment problems and raising income for Khmer people is the most difficult job and also 

what people expect most. 

3.3.1.3. Closely incorporating between religion and life in the new rural construction 

In fact, the deep and fierce attention in the leadership and direction of the committees and 

authorities are key; the positive, coherent of the departments, branches and unions is the focus; 

promoting the role of pagodas, reputable people in the leading community, mobilizing the people 's 

power is essential. It is the red thread throughout the process of building NRA in the region the Khmer 

people live ITSW. 

3.3.1.4. Focusing on unique cultural factors of the Khmer ethnic group in the criteria of building 

a new countryside 

The application of national criteria set in each locality, especially in the areas where the Khmer 

live, must choose the methods which suit the cultural conditions of the ethnic groups, especially the 

cultural elements of the Khmer ITSW such as: applying and make a partial investment in the Khmer 

pagodas, considering it one of the cultural institutions of the NRA where the Khmer live . 

3.3.2. Issues of promoting the value of Khmer culture in new rural construction 

3.3.2.1. Poor life of Khmer people in the Southwest region 

There are still many Khmer people living in the poverty line and near poverty (Soc Trang 18%, 

Tra Vinh 13.23%, Kien Giang), which is a huge obstacle to building NRA in the area where the 

Khmer live, because the resources serving the criteria requirements will not be guaranteed. The 

number of Khmer households who lack land and have no productive land accounts for a high 

proportion of 40,814 households (comparing poor households in the whole region). 

3.3.2.2. The habitat of the Khmer with low starting points 

The living area of the Khmer mainly has a low and very low starting point in terms of socio-

economic development conditions of the region; infrastructure is not complete, lack of services to 

improve the spiritual and material life for people. The extreme weather and climate change are driving 

Khmer people to poverty. 

3.3.2.3. The educational level of the Khmer people is not equal 

The enrollment rate of ethnic Khmers tend to decrease , the higher the level of education, the 

lower the enrollment rate. The proportion of Khmer people with high professional qualifications 

accounts for about 2% of the total population . The rate of trained labor of Khmer people is still low, 

mainly unskilled labor and poor quality of human resources, making income below average, low and 

very low. 

3.3.2.4. Traditional cultural space is broken 

From the early twentieth century to the present, the pure Khmer accommodation like phum, 

srok is gradually being replaced. The impact of time, livelihood conditions ... has been and gradually 

breaks down the traditional accommodation, replacing it with a mixed structure, interwoven with 

many ethnic groups in the region such as: Viet - Khmer -Hoa or Viet - Khmer, Khmer - Hoa 

... Besides, ethnic minorities themselves also produce new forms of settlements such as: living along 

the road, riverside or suburban ... there is a strong intermingling of many ethnic groups like Viet - 

Khmer - Hoa. 
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3.3.2.5. The migration to find new ways of livelihood of the Khmer still faces many difficulties 

Leaving homeland to find out industrial and export processing zones is probably a situational solution, 

effective up to the present time for the Khmer to escape from poverty. But in fact, far away from 

home, far away from the cultural cradle of the ethnic groups, there are no conditions for promoting 

CV. That has made people away from home feel boring, worried about in the long run, how much 

their ethnic group retains the traditional cultural identity, how the values left by their ancestors are, ... 

those concerns are always raised and pondered. 

CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 3 

 ITSW is a land with many natural and social conditions that are unique. The Khmer ITSW 

ethnic group live in concentrated areas with difficult economic conditions, but they have been united 

throughout the entire history of ethnic formation through their pagoda and the Khmer pagoda is home, 

a fulcrum the ethnic group has overcome many difficulties and challenges to build phum, srok became 

the cradle of ethnic culture. From here, many other CV of the ethnic groups are kept and developed to 

this day. 

 Promoting the Khmer ethnic group’s CV into building NRA in the past time has achieved 

positive results, making an important contribution to the progress of the construction of the NRA in 

the area where the Khmer live, especially the subjective role of the Khmer peopleITSWis clearly 

defined through the pagoda, the prestigious people and other typical CV serving well in the process of 

building NRA in the area where Khmer people live and develop. However, in places with a large 

number of Khmer people living in many different aspects, localities ITSW, sometimes, in some 

places, have not been promoted and applied CV of the ethnic group to build NRA appropriatly, at a 

suitable level, leading to the fact that the effectiveness is still low, the quality is not high and affects 

the overall progress of the whole region. 

 From the results, and experiences in the localities in the Southwest region in promoting the 

endogenous strength of the ethnic group in the process of building new rural areas, it is necessary to 

pay attention and thoroughly overcome the barriers posed when applying Khmer cultural values of the 

Southwest region in the current new context. 

CHAPTER 4 : 

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS TO PROMOTE KHMER CULTURAL VALUES IN THE 

NEW RURAL CONSTRUCTION IN THE SOUTHWEST  

4.1. A number of factors affecting the promotion of Khmer cultural values in new rural 

construction in the Southwest region 

4.1.1. Positive impact 

4.1.1.1. Special attention of the Party and State 

Over the years, the Party and State have issued many guidelines and policies for fellow of the 

ethnic minorities in general, for ITSW and Khmer ethnic group in particular was timely promote the 

aspects of Khmer countryside life to develop, making an important contribution in preserving and 

promoting the Khmer CV . 

4.1.1.2. The positive impact of digital technology 

Through science and technology, especially telecommunication technology contributes to 

preserving the CV of the ethnic group, recording dynamic images of cultural activities, folk beliefs, 

economic activities ... Television technology has directly educated, propagated and disseminated CV 

of the ethnic group to the public domestically and internationally. 
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4.1.2.  Negative impact 

4.1.2.1. Society's vices 

The phenomenon of young Khmer in peaceful places that have absorbed social evils is quite 

common nowadays and tends to develop in the future in the direction of losing control and the cultural 

environment of countryside is changing in a more negative direction. 

4.1.2.2. The traditional cultural values increasingly blurred 

From the change in the link between the house - phum, srok - the temple, especially phum, srok 

will disappear in the memory of today's young generation. Instead, a newly established social 

relationship mechanism and economic benefits are the glue of the social elements in 

countryside, which is also one of the changes of CV of the ethnic group inbuilding 

NRAITSWcurrently and in the future. 

4.1.2.3. The impact of production conditions 

Before the requirements of industrialization and modernization of agriculture and rural areas are 

taking place very strongly, traditional agricultural activities no longer meet development 

requirements, the main economic activities of the Khmer people no longer come from land, traditional 

habitats, changing living conditions and cultural activities... would surely change cultural practices 

and to one day, the young Khmer people no longer recognize each other without the same cultural 

activities of the ethnic group. 

4.1.2.4. The process of cultural exchange and acculturation take place strongly 

The process of cultural exchange and acculturation of the Khmer ITSW has been going on for 

centuries, so the mixing or deformation of traditional CVis inevitable. Through the use of languages in 

the locality, 79.59% of Khmer respondents said that using bilingual Khmer - Kinh, 5.31% using 

bilingual Khmer - Hoa. In Kien Giang, there are 66.91%, Tra Vinh 90.2%, Soc Trang 81.15%. Only 

15.10% use pure Khmer language. It does not stop at using the spoken and written language, but in the 

daily routine clothes of the Khmer, it is not different from Kinh people, food and drinks has a mixture 

of Vietamese, Khmer, Hoa and in and in the life cycle rituals of the Khmer also simplified according 

to Vietnamese culture. 

4.1.3. The changing trend of Khmer cultural value in the Southwest 

4.1.3 .1. The influence of the monks team on the ethnic group will gradually be limited 

Firstly , the speed of countryside urbanization is strong , the urban 

lifestyle dominates the  Khmer family in the countryside of Southwest, the economic 

restructuring from agriculture to service is increasingly determined. Therefore, the vortex of 

development made the Khmer reduce many of their CV, the younger generation going to the temple 

also became sparse and received less teachings from the monk . 

Secondly, the replacement of manual labor in agriculture with industrial machinery has caused 

the majority of working-age Khmer people to lose their jobs in the countryside and leave their 

hometown to go to urban areas and industrial areais happening very strongly among the ethnic people 

That, making the young people away from their cultural cradle, especially the role of the temple, the 

monk will no longer directly affect them. 

Thirdly, young Khmer people do not have to go to the temple at the age of 20 and have to study 

at the temple for 3 years, they can enter the temple to study sooner or later and the time may be several 

days according to the ceremony, from then, they leave and go home to do business, to live, to study ... 



 

 

16 

 

and the situation in many temples, the eldest monk has a very young age, usually only over 30 years 

old, lack of monks, old monks account for a low percentage. ... takes place quite popular in the Khmer 

pagodas today. 

Facing these trends, making the role of bridging the ethnic group, the law, and the spiritual 

foundation of the monk tends to fade away and influence losing will take place in the near future 

among the Khmer ethnic groupITSW.  

4.1.3.2 . Social structure will change drastically 

As the population increases day by day, the area of agricultural land does 

notincrease, then the application of high-tech agriculture will inevitably take place popularly 

incountryside areas and areas where the Khmer are living. This makes the process of labor division 

isaccelerated, those workers who do not meet the requirements will be left behind and leave the 

countryside to find a new livelihood. Since then, urban residents, religious members, all ages, social 

groups, occupations, education levels ... have different influences in the life of the Khmer countryside, 

leading the change of the social structure of the Khmer countryside. 

4.1.2.3. The risk of losing traditional jobs may occur 

With the development of science and technology, modern machines and equipment, advanced 

techniques that replace people, the sophistication, meticulousness and sharpness are not 

inferior to skilled artisans , thereby making the artisans must equip additional machines and equipment 

for their manufacturing process, otherwise they will be lagged behind the tastes 

of modern consumers . This has contributed to increasing production capacity, shortening time , 

absolute aesthetics, limiting labor , competitive prices ... making contemporary Khmer people almost 

no longer need to pass the job to the next generation. In addition, profits from traditional jobs is very 

low, not enough to feed the family making the majority of Khmer artisans almost "break up" with 

traditional jobs to do other jobs or to enter industrial areas for a living. 

4.2. Recommendations 

4.2.1. Improving literacy for Khmer ethnic groups 

The fact shows that improving the intellectual standard of the Khmer people is still challenging, 

complicated and requires very high determination of the political system, especially at the grassroots 

level and with a thorough awareness of guidelines and policies of the Party and State and specific 

implementation plans to prevent the situation of Khmer people being illiterate or due to family 

economic situation,they cannot go to school or class. On the other hand, the Khmer people themselves 

must realize that the Party and the State's care is a special favor for the ethnic group, from which they 

strive for life, raise their children well, and not let their children drop out of school halfway. 

4.2.2. Raising awareness for Khmer people 

Vietnamese folk verses have a saying: if the thought is not clear, carrying a blank vase is also 

heavy. All issues come from awareness, without right awareness or without raising awareness for the 

subject, the issues that need to be done and implemented will not be able to be implemented or 

implemented in a superficial way, without arriving. Therefore, in order to promote the good Khmer 

Khmer CV in building NRAITSW, the Party committees and the local authorities need to be more 

drastic in propaganda to raise awareness for the Khmer ethnic group so that they can really become 

subjects of home improvement program, where they live. 

https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=vi&prev=_t&sl=vi&tl=en&u=http://baodansinh.vn/gia-dinh.htm
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 4.2.3 . Promote cultural values in production labor 

Firstly, focusing and stimulating the forte of the Khmer ethnic group which is the agricultural 

labor, with a team of science and technology who always timely support the Khmer farmers; Secondly, 

focusing on building traditional villages in the ethnic group both to take advantage of leisure time, and 

to increase stable income for the Khmer in the countryside; Thirdly, training and retraining cadres or 

prestigious people in the Khmer community with professional capacity, business knowledge, 

economic conditions and ability to pay back... to stand out and organize, mobilize and divide loans 

appropriately according to vocational development plans and projects of each household; Fourthly, 

appoint officials to maintaincontactsbetween the Party Committee and local authorities with the Board 

of Directors of the club or traditional craft cooperative villages in order to timely encourage and share 

difficulties in the initial operation of the trade village.  

4.2.4 . Promoting institutions of the Khmer community 

4.2.4.1. Promoting the tradition of making phum and keeping srok of the Southwest Khmer 

For people in phum, srok apart from the responsibilities, obligations and interests of a citizen, 

they must also strictly follow the rituals, traditions and customs. They must love and support each 

other , protect the honor of phum, srok; building solidarity and friendly relations with the surrounding 

ethnic groups ; impartiality, merit, fulfillment of the obligation to contribute to building and protecting 

the temple voluntarily ... Promoting that tradition to bring the best to the homeland, the country, 

including themselves and their Khmer family.  

4.2.4.2 . Promote the role of reputable people 

Firstly, fully and promptly implement policies and regimes towards prestigious people. 

Secondly, make use of the support and assistance of prestigious people by inviting them to join the 

Subcommittee transmitting (with allowance), regularly inviting to attend conferences related to 

the construction of NRA in the grassroots level. Thirdly, the prestigious people themselves, especially 

the Acha, the intellectual class of ethnic groups must always show themselves and their families to be 

good production and business households, so that they can become good examples to propagandize 

and mobilize the ethnic groups to continue working together to build NRA. Fourthly, regularly 

organizing, training, retraining... about the Party's undertakings, policies, laws of the State and ethnic 

group’sCV; be provided with information timely.  

4.2.5 . Promoting the values of beliefs and religions of the Khmer 

4.2.5.1. Applying the value of Buddha worship 

The religious beliefs of the Khmer in NRA construction are a combination of life and religion, 

therefore, it must be conducted in a skillful and respectful manner, avoiding the one-sided contracting 

situation that leads to one-sided awareness, difficult to implement and will not promote the religious 

values of the Khmer people during the construction of the NRA.  

4.2.5.2. Strengthen the role of the temple 

Khmer community from birth to death, their lives are always associated with their temple, the 

temple is a sacred house, a place of worship, a place of faith, and a place of community activity, and 

also a place to store their remains (pictures of the dead) at the end of life. Therefore, for the Khmer, all 

local political duties are mainly through the role of the temple to mobilize the participation of the 

whole community. Building NRA is a great revolution to renovate the outdated countryside into 

modern countryside. To get that job done, it is necessary to promote strongly the role of the pagoda to 

mobilize the Khmer ethnic group to join hands and contribute. 
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4.2.5.3 . Harmoniously combining the roles of socio-political organizations with the monks 

The unions and associations shall coordinate with the pagodas to objectively and practically 

reevaluate the performance of the existing branches and associations at the pagodas throughout the 

region, avoiding fanfare and appearance; actively propagandizing for young Khmer people that the 

pagoda was in revolutionary struggle, a place for storing weapons and raising revolutionary cadres, the 

monks fought very valiantly and some sacrificed for the country; regularly organizing field trips to 

visit revolutionary relics, creating favorable conditions for Khmer youth who are practicing in temples 

to exchange with local youth and successful young people ... to help them to have a progressive and 

global view of their responsibility for building a new homeland, phum, and srok. 

4.2.6. Promote the cultural values of traditional festivals 

Promoting the CV of traditional Khmer festivals in the construction of new rural areas is a 

practical and effective work, both promoting the inherent CV of festivals and not letting the festivals 

take place in a monotonous way. Through the festivals will be the days of propaganda among the 

people about the awareness of building NRA, so that they will have new awareness, new hope, new 

responsibilities in the reorganization of NT more and more properly, big and beautiful. 

4.2.7. Applying the value of language, literature and legends 

Values of language, literature, legends of the Khmer in the superstructure in a Khmer social 

countryside life, it is the essence, is the most realistic mirror of the ethnic group. Through the legends, 

it is the source of cheering and encouragement of the spirit of the contemporary Khmer people, 

contributing to building a solid family economy and building a successful countryside quickly. 

4.2.8. Applying the value of music and dance 

Although the perception of music varies from person to person, they are still within a certain 

boundary and there are certain commonalities. That common point is based on the impact of music on 

people. According to a Russian writer,Sossa-vits: “Music raises people, makes them nobler, 

strengthens their qualities, strengthens their beliefs in their inner strength, into their great mission." 

Applying the values of music and dance of Khmer people into building NRA is that we are 

encouraging creativity in them to contribute to building phum, srok richer and richer. 

4.2.9. Promote the values of images in architecture, sculpture, painting  

The art of architecture, sculpture, painting of the Khmer not only contributes to decorate the 

palace,sala ... more splendid, bringing regional and worldwide architecture, creating more important 

highlights in NRA, but also contribute to creating jobs in the countryside. Besides, it is also an 

opportunity for Khmer people to promote the values of Khmer Theravada Buddhism to the public in 

general and Khmer Buddhists in particular closer and closer. Dharma will haveconditions to affect 

more Buddhists. 

4.3. Some recommendations 

For the Government , to develop a set of national criteria for building NRA, it is necessary to 

build in an open manner in the criteria of culture and spirit so as to be able to maximize the CV of the 

ethnic group ; Ministries, Departments and Central Branches, first of all the Ministry of Culture, 

Sports and Tourism, advise the local leaders to direct the branches and levels to promote the Khmer 

CV of the ethnic group as an indispensable resource during construction of NRA; The National New 

Rural Construction Steering Committee needs to make proper assessments of the close combination of 

economic resources and cultural contributions; For the culture of the provinces ITSW need 
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theconsistency in awareness is where the pure Khmer ethnic group or Khmer accounted for 30 - 40% 

compared with the other groups (Kinh, Hoa), considering criteria to construct cultural centers have 

been perfected on the basis of the headquarters of pagodas; The Vietnam Buddhist Church, the 

Patriotic Monks Association in localities can promptly grasp the thoughts, aspirations or difficulties 

and questions of Buddhists, especially those related to legal rights and interests of Buddhists; For the 

Ethnic Minorities Committee of the localities, to actively focus on propagating and mobilizing ethnic 

groups in general and the Khmer in particular to be deeply aware of the Party and State's policy on 

building NRA. 

CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 4 

Khmer CV in the ITSW region is both the subject of culture and the subject of the process of 

building NRA, promoting those values as an indispensable resource in building NRAis very important 

and necessary. 

The construction of NRA has taken place strongly in all countryside regions of the country in 

general, and in the countryside region where Khmer peopleITSW live in particular, is changing day by 

day and that result is partly from the efforts the ethnic groups here. In the context of new revolutionary 

tasks, in order for CVof the ethnic group to continue to promote further in the coming time, it is 

necessary to pay attention to the changes of Khmer CV that may occur and focus on specific scientific 

recommendations such as: Firstly, improve the intellectual level and awareness of the Khmer 

community on building NRA; Secondly, promoting good CV of the ethnic group from material to 

intangible and other recommendations in building NRAITSW based on the set of national criteria for 

building NRA. 
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CONCLUSION 

From the perspective of ethnic culture, the thesis has systematically interpreted the resources of 

Khmer CV contributing to the construction of NRAITSW, which is showing culture as both a 

motivation and objectives of socio-economic development strategies of each nation. 

1. The thesis clarifies the rationale for locating CV of the ethnic group, identifies the inner 

meaning of the Khmer CVsuch as endogenous factors, and is the decisive subject to the success of 

building NRA in which the Khmer live and between KhmerCVITSWhave a close relationship with the 

policy of building NRA. At the same time, the policy of building NRA is a practical measure for the 

full potential of the Khmer ethnic group ITSW to be fully promoted. 

2. From the theoretical basis and research theory, the topic has focused on analysis and 

evaluation to clarify: An overview of the Khmer ethnic group ITSW, an overview of the current status 

of promoting Khmer CV in the construction of NRA. This is the process of preserving, developing and 

sublimating CV of the ethnic group, and at the same time overcoming the limitations of applying those 

CV to the process of building NRA where the ethnic people are living. It is the responsibility of the 

entire ethnic group, directly the team of monks, the Achas, the prestigious people in the community ... 

the true owners of the CV, and the subject of the NRAconstruction process. NRA. That process, which 

should be thoroughly understood in the direction of more flexibility in implementing the criteria of 

building NRA, is consistent with the cultural characteristics, ethnic characteristics and beliefs of the 

Khmer people here; in parallel with the national target program on NRA development, it is necessary 

to integrate more and more programs and projects in order to conserve and promote the Khmer ethnic 

group’s CV; continue to better implement the opinions and policies of the Party and the State on 

ethnic issues; expand cultural exchanges between ethnic groups in the region, in the country and reach 

out to international level. Besides, the topic also identifies and recognizes the causes that lead to 

advantages and difficulties in the process of promoting Khmer CVITSW in NRA construction. 

3. Forecasting and proposing recommendations for theCV of  Khmer people ITSW to be able to 

promote better in the coming time: From CV themselves manifestes through architecture, sculpture, 

institutional painting, labor, belief, festivals, literature, music and art to the support of all levels and 

sectors from the central to local. In particular, identifying two parallel subjects with the same decision: 

the party committee, the local authority and the subject role of CV of Khmer people will be the key 

and decide on the quality and efficiency in rural modernization according to NRA criteria. 

4. Although there are many approaches efforts, but this is a research from the perspective of 

applied culture, so the topic has no research conditions and left open aspects such as: the back impact 

of NRA to Khmer CV, the topic has not been studied; Whether the CV of other ethnic groups in the 

region such as Kinh, Hoa, Cham people have promoted to contribute to the construction of NRA, the 

thesis has not had the opportunity to compare; cultural features such as: cuisine, cremating the body 

when dead, traditional costumes ... of the Khmer ethnic group ITSW have contributedin the process of 

building NRA, the thesis has not been proposed that. Therefore, there is a need for further studies so 

that the problem is comprehensively and deeply understood. 

  

 

 


